4/27/71 

Dear Js, 

The anger and frustration I now feel may, in a way, address your pertinent and quite 
correct comment about p'i-ch'i, to which I 1 11 return# I think enough of it is clear in 
the confidential memo dated today that is enclosed# The deal on which I am working is with 
Bantam, where I have a friend who is a vice-president. That means nothing there# The. ma n 
who makes the decisions is out of the country or has just returned# Tne tentative arrange- 
ment, if they are interest, is that some of them would come here to see this material and 
much more, but this is the essence of the hot stuff, meaning the hottest# It is all hot# 

Tho deal discussed is that they would place hard-back advantageousD.y, IM do the book fast 
for them to edit, and they'd have paperback rights and control over and interest in all 
subsidiary right s 0 The fact is I expect to saty part of the time in NY C with this v-p 
friend, we are that close, and he is wild for the book# But publication of this one thing, 
as you know, could take enough off the edge to hurt the book, even foreclose contracting 
for it# It would almost certainly kill all subsidiary rights# 

And can you imagine how it is to live this way? Not knowing who to trust, to want to 
help others with their work and having to fear some ambitious incompetent will seek great- 
ness at the cost of killing an ongoing investigation? There are three places I have to go, 
possibly four, to complete what will be possible in. this investigation# The packahe included 
that expense# I have been ins contact with the right people at the key places# I have done 
all I can do short of going there# And I have had and can still depend upon a key public 
official 1 s cooperation-Henry Wade&sl He has become my friend, ana we are on a first-name 
basis and have been for years# I've been working on this so long, have som much in it# 

Anyway, I live with 3uch frustrations, such angers, such pressures. And endless 
literary theivery by the ambitious incompetents who can do nothing on their own, regardless 
of their resources, and without exception misuse what they steal-and console themselves 
that they erve the public good with such theft# Bo, when you add the time pressures, for 
as you know, I don't anymore take the time to read and correct my awful typing, you can 
understand why I didn't go over the Barkham letter as $, should# Unfortunately, I can't get 
it out except the way I feel it. If I try to edit myself as I wrote, I just take an enormous 
amount of time and can't do it wello For years I have dreamedof an. editor-inresidence# I 
need one# I have been aware of the truth and wisdomx od what you say for a long time# It is 
a liability# But the choice is letting something else go undone# I take more time reading 
my rough drafts of books that I do writing them, and I still don't catch all I should# How- 
ever, wha the record does show, on the other side (which might still be true were I to 
make them cooler), is that the whores lose their interest in this aspect of the calling after 
one such letter# In some cases, it changes them (as I think it did with Gavzer)# If Barkham 
again addresses himself to any assassination writing as he did tills time, he'll be the firsst# 
Even when I wa 3 at my worst, on the Crane show, I silenced Biebeler# There is something about 
the passion that gets through# Y/hich is not to say it couldn't or wouldn't cooler# It's just 
the way I am, I fear# 

Your little notes do not apologize for delays in response# I do not expect &ther# Mostly 
these things art.* just to inform you anyway. While I haven' t swung shifltsbfor years, I did 
as a boy, and if there is obertime, I knov; what it can be# It must be harder just before 
retirement than a t the beginning# ###fW review: enclosed#... If you do not gc:t the book soon, 
I'll send# I sent one to Hal# The publishers sire, as the kids say, something else# But in 
this case it may be just the norm of an inefficient industry# Button distributes# •• .Chock 
on Hal# I do not disclose nature of our mutual concern, though in my last I gava a glimmer 
of my own, I hope not unwisely 0 ♦••Hermes: agreed, groat machine# But the platens arc, 
apprently, of an inferior material# If I can get brackets put on my wife&s machine, I'll 
Probably do with tills# They are valuable, and I'd have more use for them than sone of the 
other keys# Glad to know it can be done# I'd I'd known of the suitcase model at the time I 
bought this, I'd probably have gotten it and replaced my old Underwood with a second— hand 


upright* What we dream of is being able to get Idl the IBM with the different balls, for 
doing what might be underground editions (financillay now impossible) and me inheriting 
her good Royal electric, in the hope that I might someday learn not to take my passions 
out on the keyboard* I learned hunt-and-peck as a high-school ,, &oumalist u and have never 
felt I could take the time to learn touch. So I beat the hell out of any machine, It is 
a kind of catharsis some times, and when I get to pouring it on and out——! 

Media: I have the report I wanted* It adds little (and is of interest on Oswald as 
an agent only). Bo, my interest is limited, I think I now have all the Ti^es and Phila. 
papers have used, and it is only for the future, oliould you see such things. Don't take 
time to wade through anything. (One of Bud’s bul.lyboys, Sprague, blundered into something 
I f d long been working onon this and I’ve told my source what x never have before, that I’ll 
not be part of anything that can get somebody hub-he'll cuti-off from everyone else or 
neither write me again nor send me anything, which is the way I tliink it can be. His source 
can be hurt by one set of enemies, killed by another*) 

Ginsburg: he did this for aCLC radio and IV at least* My own awareness came from noting 
the Cubans arrested in the dope trade. Most recent arrests have been of them. I had only 
general knowldge, really runor, of CIA-SB Asia, but I'd have- assumed it anyway* I have no 
great interest in thi3* But as you should have become aware, I am developing a new Mafia 
interest, and there it is live. 


I'd delighted with the Bony. I can use it the few times I need to hide it, which is 
very rare<> I don’t think I’ve even wnated to a dozen times in seven years. I just don’t 
work or think that wa$. But your previous explanations on the adpatationswill be helpful. 

I have a switeched tie-clasp mike, with plugs as with what you said of the Craig. When I 
can see my way clear, I’ll do it, and with tho mike, too. Sony lias not yet answered my 
inquiries, but 1 attribute that tot the effeciencies of modern indistry 0 l may have time to 
seek the patchcords in WYC. There is no such thing as a Bony dealer here, and when I’m ip. 

DC, I’ve always too much to do. I’ll need several. Timer is a good idea. I have a dozen in 
my cluLckenhouses at Hyatt stown, but I think we have a defroster one from an old refrig that 
might do. But I* in usually awake. 

Idl has lunch ready, and I tliink after that I’d best go outside and try and work some 
of this worry, apprehension, disgust, sickness-everything but Mte-off working on the 
rgounds. I transplanted a wheelbarrow of stymies while awaiting the mail, a d I’ve three 
dmall tress ~co move. I have other mail to get out tonight, so 1£>11 probably go into town 
afterward, and then may feel a little loots less frustrated. But at the moment, were I vritin g 
AGMT OSWALD, I’d begin with a hiding introduction of all the self-seekers and the harm 
they’ve done. If Bud ruins t is, I may Jiot! I’m that far past tolerance# You’ve no idea what 
I’ve swallowed on the Ray case alone, .here J did the impossible, got him his client, gave 
him his case, refused a profitable publishing offer to do -a sgort, sensationally-written 
book on what I’d done, just to make him look good, and the# he backed out on bis part of the 
bargain, got en tensive publicity on his committee doing ehat it had not and I had, and atop 
that tried to ring in his sycopahnt, tliat plagiarist Ealmmonde as "the investigator”. He 
took Flammonde to Europe, and together they brought back no tiling, but didn't keep other 
promises to me.... Can you imagine what having to be silent about all of this, atop 
Garrison, hsx has done, can do, to my sllf-rcspect? 

Thanks, 

Best, 


later 4/27/71 

Dear Js, 

I*ve read the enclosure- on New York magazine. If it is a suggestion that I should 
try to do a piece for them, that will be taken care of in two ways* a mutual friend is to 
speak to one of those named in the story. Tli&s was set up six weeks ago, when, they were 
both in New York, both spending much tine away from there. The other is by my sending my 
publishers the clipping. Nero I to make a direct apxxroach, it could never work after 
what Welker printed by Schiller and Lewis, withoutnchecking and knowing it to be 
libellous, when ho was at the Trib. 


Those geniuses never tried for any minor shows, undoubtedly really believing me to 
be nuts when I told it to them as it is. So, predictably, they not only got turned down 
by all the major shows, but they made no approach tc the smaller ones. All to date they 
liave had nothing* to do with. Likewise, they were so certain that Life and L oc,k would be 
lighting Playboy for the serial rights, they did nothing else on subsidiary rights, where 
they might have succeeded had they started with the bigger ones earlier and learned it 
was as ikcyxx I had told them* So, considering subsidiary rights synonymous with promos, 
they did nothing about promos except to fly one of the partners on what amounts to 
vacations out of the scant ad/premo budget, leaving so little they apparently can 1 1 pay 
my "advance". 


Thus I can't hold forth any seridus hope they will do any tiling, but I will send 
it to them. They are actually insulting to those who tried to help, those who have done 
what has been done, to the point where even the dedication of true friends to me cannot 
long* survive it. I left behind five shows I was to do on my return. All required at least 
a week of scheduling, that is, a weeds* g notice minimum. V/e knew three weeks ago. If they 
liave one date made, they haven 1 1 told me. A young friend, who phoned today, will try 
and pick up the pieces for me. lie also arranged one 3how I hadn't, and that is scheduled. 
It will be like it used to be out there, when Hal, the world* s best booking agent, with 
my encourangement, had me going day and night. That is an early-morning show, and the 
night before I do one to Texas by phone until 1 a.m., maybe 2. 

I*ve been thinking, when my anger and nerves would let me, and there is a pixie 
notion forming in my sneaky mind. If what Bud has done blows what I was working on, I 
think I f ll do the bromo-seltzer book next. I first considered it and wrote one on him 
where there was a chance Hark would cause a mistrial in the Shaw case. I next considered 
that with Garrison about to blow us out of the water, I might do "The mardi Gras Solution 
to the Political Assassinations". Believe me, I could! And having just gotten word that he 
does not want me in N.O. (v/hich may be an interpretation, not a quote), I'm no less tempted. 

Such a work, especially if edited by one with a frothy touch, would be, believe me, 
solid in fact and could have a beneficial effect. We could clean this mess up and 
eliminate (save for the even-possible recruits) those who are so ruinous. I think is 
has commercial potential. I'd have to abbreviate what 1 did on Hark, make room for a few 
others besides Big Jim (and not forget the syncophants) , expose Thompson (and with him 
Geis), Flammonde, etc. And it could close on a hopeful note, that there are srfious 
people doing serious work, quietly, unselfishly, hopefully. Aside from whether or not 
it is a good ifah i nk , my problems would begin with having too many chapters and too many 
serses. It could icnlude some of what I'd planned for "letters from Finks", the book to 
begin with an index and have no table of contents! I have 'em. I am, of course, reluctant 
to do this. In fact, I even refused to let Louis Ivon see what I had done on Hark when he 
was worried about Mark. Nobody has ever seen it. After you 1 vs had a chance to consider it, 
I'd welcome your opinions. I have to do something that can bring a bit in, and the 
question really is, would it be constructive? Or would it be s our— grap sey? Best, IIW 


